INTRODUCTION
Mount Kosciusko includes the highest peak (7,316 feet) in Australia. It forms part of the Australian Alps, a southerly portion of the Great Dividing Range which extends from Cape York Peninsula to southeastern Australia and re-emerges in Tasmania. It is snow-capped in winter and has formerly been extensively glaciated. It holds particular interest, with other peaks in the Australian Alps, in supporting the only alpine herbfield on the Australian mainland and of thereby having the potentiality to harbour a cold-adapted endemic fauna.
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